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victim to this same cry. This time, however, it was raised
against himself, forcing him to resign his see. Gerasimos
was translated from the See of Antioch to that of Jerusalem,
but from his new throne was instrumental In securing the
election at Damascus of one Spiridon, also a member of the
Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre. The " Constantinople/'
a Greek journal, exulted in the defeat of the " hot-headed
Syrians/' who, it maintained, actuated by pride and avarice,
had tried to usurp the spiritual power. The Syrians, in
turn, declared that Spiridon had bought the Patriarchate of
Antioch cheap by a bargain with the nobles of Damascus.
The charge of working in the interest of Russia they vehe-
mently deny. There was no mistaking the note of genuine
conviction in the voice of the Damascene gentleman who,
in relating the events which I am about to chronicle—events
in which he was a principal actor—repudiated the idea of
subserviency to Russia. "Why change the rule of the
lonians for that of the Russians?" he asked. "Why run
from the rain to seek refuge under the water-spout? We
have made use of Russia, in permitting her to establish
schools for our benefit, but with the exception of allowing
one Russian priest to make an annual visit to confess and
communicate members of the Russian church in our see,
we do not allow a single Russian ecclesiastic or monk to set
foot in the patriarchate!"
From the enthronement of Spiridon dates the final strug-
gle between the two parties. It began immediately in a
quarrel for the control of the "wakf," or church revenues.
At first the Turkish Government stood behind the patriarch.
At one time the people took to the old resort of boycotting
the churches, assembling for service in the cemetery, which
being consecrated ground was more suitable than a private
house. Increasing in courage and solidarity, the national
party held out against the strong combine of Greek Church
and Turkish State, until, in 1896, some of the demands were
granted. Two or three years later the laymen persuaded
the governor (now brought over to their side) to permit the
assembling of the Holy Synod to impeach the patriarch.
The actual crisis was precipitated by an unwise act of Spiri-

